
Weekly 4-H Email Update  

March 17, 2020  

Items included:  

-Office Closure  

-Quality Assurance  

-Ohio State Fair  

Dear Members, Volunteers & Parents:  

Important Closure Information  

With the rapidly developing information regarding university, local, state, and federal guidelines and 
mandates around preventing the spread of COVID-19, the Extension office will be closing March 18 at 
4:30 p.m. At this time, we do not know when the office will re-open. Employees will be working virtually 
during this time. 4-H Information will continue to be emailed weekly and posted on social media outlets.  

You can leave messages at 937-382-0901, but the best way to reach us is by email.  

Tracie Montague, montague.18@osu.edu  

Candy Matthews, matthews.554@osu.edu  

Ann Foxworthy, foxworthy.1@osu.edu  

Tony Nye, nye.1@osu.edu  

Kacey Burns, burns.974@osu.edu  

Elizabeth Hawkins, hawkins.301@osu.edu  

If you have forms, book orders or fees that you want to turn in, please feel free to slide them under the 
door.  

Remember all face-to-face instruction/meeting is suspended and must be virtual effective immediately 
through April 20th. Our primary concern is for the health and safety of all our people. Virtual meetings 
are encouraged. freeconferencecall.com and zoom.com are two wonderful resources for clubs to use 
during this time.  

Based on these guidelines, all 4-H Clubs must postpone/cancel all face-to-face meetings between now 
and April 20th. In addition to all 4-H club meetings, the following list of 4-H events qualify as non-
essential between now and April 20. Based on these guidelines, these non-essential activities must be 
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postponed/cancelled/or held virtually. Examples include (this list is not exhaustive and subject to change 
at any notice):  

4-H committees, including advisory, department committees, endowment, etc.  

Club kick-offs, open houses, etc.  

Community service projects  

Educational clinics  

Events put on by advisory or county committees or clubs, including fundraisers  

Fundraisers  

Social events (egg hunts, square dances)  

Teen leader groups  

Quality Assurance  

Youth Food Animal Quality Assurance Certification (QA) Options for Youth Exhibitors Enrolled in 4-H or 
FFA Projects FOR 2020 ONLY!  

The Ohio State University’s College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (CFAES) OSU 
Extension 4-H Youth Development program, in partnership with the Ohio Department of Agriculture 
(ODA) has endorsed the following for youth who are officially enrolled in a 4-H or FFA project that 
requires QA attendance.  

Due to concerns surrounding COVID-19 and the inability to hold 4-H gatherings until April 20, 2020, the 
following exceptions have been put into place to mitigate the effects of this situation on youth and 
families:  

• QA must still be completed before the opening day of exhibition (fair), however the 45 day 
requirement will not be enforced for 2020. 

• Any youth exhibitor (8-18) may take the online YQCA certification with county permission. 
• Youth must attend an in-person session or be certified online through YQCA within the QA 

calendar year (October 1st – September 31st) 

·Many of you may want to get your YQCA certification. Below please find directions:  

Go to https://yqca.learngrow.io to sign in.  

4-H Online Sign In-If you have an Active account in 4-H Online, select to Sign in with 4HOnline. You will 
be prompted so select a state, then enter the Login information for your 4-H Online account. After 
successfully logging in, you will be given a list of Active family members. Select a family member and 
start the account creation process.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/yqca.learngrow.io__;!!KGKeukY!kcCgBPknK5p8DYtwiLLw2-sG0hAeBcJC65pxk6LQH61w62opwK-commn7-SXvoJ7vcdlLQ$


FFA & Independent Sign In-For FFA members and those who do not have an active 4-H Online account  

Notes: The BQA/PQA online courses do not meet the Ohio Youth Food Animal QA certification 
requirement.  

Ohio State Fair  

The Ohio State Fair is closely monitoring the fluid situation with COVID-19. While the future remains 
uncertain, it is our hope that the Ohio State Fair will be able to proceed as planned as we near the 
summer months. Our staff will continue to follow the developments of the pandemic and inform the 
public of any changes in the future, as the health and safety of everyone who visits the Fair is our first 
priority.  

One of the best ways to prevent the spread of viral illnesses is to minimize the circumstances in which 
individuals might interact and transmit the diseases. The safety of our community is our top priority. We 
realize that our COVID-19 policy guidelines will cause disruption, but the risk of not acting outweighs the 
inconvenience of these temporary measures. We will share updates as more information becomes 
available.  

We appreciate your understanding as we respond to this unprecedented need to do work differently 
and to keep everyone as safe as possible.  

Thank you,  

Tracie Montague  

Tracie Montague  
Extension Educator  
4-H Youth Development  
Clinton County Extension Office  
937-382-0901 Ext. 17  
montague.18@osu.edu 
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