Weekly 4-H Email Update
March 6, 2025

Dear Members, Volunteers & Parents:

Weekly Update Topics:
2025 Jr Fair theme
"Stars, Stripes and County Fair Nights"
County 4-H Information
-2025 4-H Enrollment
-Market Poultry Hatch Dates
-Hands on Workshops for Youth
-Teens
-A Dayinthe Ring Teen Volunteers NEEDED
-2025 Livestock Quality Assurance
-2025 Swine & Lamb Start Up Programs
-Important Poultry Information HPAI

State 4-H Information & Opportunities

-Ohio Urban Immersion Project

-Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp

-Purchase a Box of C. Krueger’s Cookies and Support Ohio 4-H!
-2025 Ohio 4-H Project Guide

General

-OSU Extension Office, Clinton County Office Hours
-Upcoming 4-H Events

-Weather Cancellations

County 4-H Information
2025 4-H Enrollment

It’s time to enroll in 4-H at 4honline.com! Please check in with your club and
club leaders for new project information and meeting dates. All members and
volunteers must be enrolled by March 15, 2025. Club volunteers will have
information on additional enrollment forms and fees. The activity fee is $15
for 4-H members. A few county clubs have an early enrollment deadline due
to safety requirements, so please reach out to find a 4-H club today! For a list

of 4-H clubs, please visit clinton.osu.edu.



Market Poultry Hatch Dates
Birds entered in the meat classes (roasters, fryers, meat pens, and turkeys) must
meet the following hatching guidelines to exhibit:

a. Turkeys - Must be between the ages of 14 and 18 weeks of age.
Hatching dates must be between March 3 and March 31st of
the current year.

b. Meat Pens and Single Roasters - Meat pens and roasters must
not exceed 9 weeks of age at fair. Meat pens and roasters can
be hatched no earlier than May 4th of the current year.

c. Single Fryers - Fryers must not exceed 7 weeks of age at fair.
Fryers can be hatched no earlier than May 18" of the current
year.

Hands on Workshops for Youth

The Family & Consumer Sciences Committee will be hosting one more workshop this
winter in preparation for the upcoming 4-H season. Open to ages 8 yrs old and in the 3rd
grade up to 18 yrs. old. March 8, 2025, 9:30-11:30 am, Creative Projects participants will
make 4 different creative arts projects. Each program is limited to maximum of 20
participants. There is a $5 fee per event to help cover the cost of the supplies. Sign up for
each event separately in the following link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CAFAA23A6F94-53529553-basic For more
information, visit: clinton.osu.edu or call 937-382-0901. EVENT SPONSORS: Clinton
County Family & Consumer Sciences Committee

Teens!

The deadline for county 4-H scholarships is March 15. This is for Clinton County 4-H
Scholarships only. https://ohio4h.org/awardsandscholarships. Please visit our website to
learn about and apply for awards, scholarships, and teen opportunities. Teens need to
apply for 4-H scholarships through the Clinton County Foundation. Clinton County
Foundation Scholarship Portal www.clintoncountyohiofoundation.org

Carteens $500 (1 or 2)

Darlene Myers $1000 (1)

Endowment $500 (3)

Viola Carroll $250-$500 (1-2)

Lane Heeg Memorial-Spirit in The Sky Scholarship $500 (2)

A Day in the Ring Teen Volunteers

Teens 13-18 are invited to participate in the 4th annual A Day in the Ring event on July 11,
2025, at the Clinton County Fairground. A Day in the Ring is a program presented by the
Clinton County 4-H program, Senior Fair Board, and friends of the 4-H program to partner
differently abled community members with 4-H/FFA members to provide the opportunity
to show a livestock project at the Clinton County Fair.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044CAFAA23A6F94-53529553-basic
https://ohio4h.org/awardsandscholarships
http://www.clintoncountyohiofoundation.org/

We are looking for 4-H/FFA members 13 — 18 years of age who have taken goats or rabbits
for at least two years. You would be asked to attend an orientation, help at a practice day
at the fairground, assist on show day, and have at least one coaching session with your
mentee to get ready for show day! If you want more information or would be interested,
please contact the Extension Office at 937.382.0901.

2025 Livestock Quality Assurance

Quality Assurance (QA)

4-H/FFA members who want to show and/or sell market steers, market hogs, market
lambs, market goats, market dairy steers, feeder calves, lactating dairy cattle, market
poultry, market rabbits, and lactating dairy goats must attend a Quality Assurance Training
at a designated time before the fair.

-Clinton County 4-H/FFA members are required to attend a QA session by May 20, 2025.
-Allyouth have the option of a face-to-face county approved certification, or returning
members may select to complete the online YQCA certification to meet the county QA
requirement by county the deadline. (https://ygcaprogram.org/)

-Youth 8-11 must get county approval to complete YQCA online.

-YQCA is the only online certification accepted. This is not for first-year members!

- Parent/Guardian are encouraged to attend a QA session with the exhibitor.

-Youth in Clinton County may attend QA outside the county ifitis a certified program and
OSUE in Clinton County receives documentation that the member participated.

-QA Certification must be completed at least 45 days prior to the start of exhibition.
County QA Sessions

March 22 ONLY for Goat, Sheep & Swine Start Up, Meeting & Quality Assurance, 9:30am,
(Locations-TBD)

March 27 RABBIT QA & Clinic, 6pm, (Ohio State University Extension Office-Community
Room)

April 2 Quality Assurance, 6:30 pm, (Fairground-Expo Center)

May 8 Quality Assurance, 6:30 pm, (Fairground-Expo Center)

2025 Market Swine Start Up Program

The swine committee is looking for new and current 4-H members who would like to
participate in the Swine Start Up Program for 2025. Contact the office today at
937.382.0901 if you would like to sign up for the program. Swine Start Up is for first time
swine exhibitors. Exhibitors must sign up for a market swine project and pay a $25 non-
refundable deposit by March 15, 2025, at the OSU Extension office. The total cost for the
program is $125 and is due by project pick up in April. Members will receive a market hog
from a local breeder plus other start up supplies, special educational sessions, and QA
training. Make sure when you are completing your 4-H/FFA enrollment you sign up for
market swine project 140MA. More information and requirements will be shared after sign

up.


https://yqcaprogram.org/

Important Information for 4-H & Jr Fair Poultry Exhibitors

As you may be aware, many 4-H and Junior Fair programs around the state are working on
how to address the current situation of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI). For
Clinton County, we have begun conversations with the Senior Fair Board, the Poultry
Committee, and the fair vets to monitor HPAI for Clinton County.

Currently, we are moving forward as normal with poultry market shows and a breeding
show at the 2025 Clinton County Fair. However, we would HIGHLY recommend that you
consider signing up for another project(s). This might be a non-livestock project or another
livestock/market project. We want YOU to be able to participate at the fair if that is your
goal and to assure that you can participate, please enroll in a project(s) from a different
livestock department or non-livestock project area. The last day you can add/drop/change
a projectis April 1, 2025.

The Mercer County Fair Board recently made the decision to pause/cancel live poultry
exhibits at the 2025 Mercer County Fair following a directive from their county
commissioners. This precautionary measure aims to mitigate the spread of Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) and protect their local poultry industry, youth exhibitors,
and the broader agricultural community.

Given the evolving nature of the HPAI, it is possible that other counties or even our county
may consider similar measures in the future. We encourage you to be prepared for
potential adjustments to your poultry programming by enrolling in another project area. We
will continue to communicate with the latest information. We encourage the continued
use of biosecurity practices to limit the spread of HPAI. Wear boots when caring for chicks
and protect your outside flocks.

State 4-H Information & Opportunities

Ohio Urban Immersion Project

Thursday, September 18" — Sunday, September 215, 2025 - Washington D.C.

The 4-H Urban Immersion Project (UIP) is an Ohio 4-H initiative that combines cross-
cultural learning, teamwork, and service learning in the urban environment of Washington,
DC. This year marks the 12" anniversary of the UIP Experience!

4-H teens ages 15-18 and stillin High School are eligible for this 4-day service-learning
experience that will build skills and abilities to prepare youth for success in a diverse
workplace and build cultural understanding of those who are different. This experience
will not be about shopping or sightseeing; we will visit some monuments and historic sites.
The cost of the experience is $250. All teen applicants will be contacted to complete an
additional Zoom video/phone interview before selection.

Application link: https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6QX2SYim38bKTHM
Cost: $250 (Includes most meals, program fees, overnight lodging, and transportation.)



https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6QX2SYim38bKTHM

Clinton County will provide two partial scholarships for this project for two county 4-H
members.

Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp
e The Forestry Wildlife Camp is open to campers in grades 7-11.
e Registration for camp is due April 1.
e Campers can enjoy wildlife education, fishing, hiking, tree climbing, outdoor
survival, ODNR careers & college opportunities, learning about forestry and more!
e Ifyou need a scholarship to attend, please contact Tracie at the OSUE Office
at montague.18@osu.edu by March 10. The county wants to help our members
with registration fees.
There is a GoLink for registration, go.osu.edu/ForestryWLCamp25. Or members can apply
by clicking this link. http://go.osu.edu/ForestryWLCamp25

Purchase a Box of C. Krueger’s Cookies and Support Ohio 4-H!

C. Krueger’s is generously supporting Ohio 4-H this year with a custom cookie box! 15% of
the proceeds from every cookie box purchased from the Ohio 4-H Foundation Gift
Collection will come back to support Ohio 4-H programming. Visit
https://ckruegers.com/pages/ohio-4h to purchase your cookies today!

2025 Project Guide

The 2025 Project Guide is now available online. Both the PDF and flip book versions are
posted here: ohio4h.org/projectguide. Copies of the Project Guide will be mailed directly to
4-H families and volunteers in January. Thanks to the Ohio 4-H Foundation and Kroger for
making this possible again.

General Information
Please visit the county website for additional 4-H information: clinton.osu.edu.
Please contact our office with any questions at 937-382-0901.

OSU Extension, Clinton County Office Hours
Our office is open M-TH 8:30-4:30 pm. We continue to respond to phone, email and voice
messages during normal office hours (M-F | 8:00 am —4:30 pm).

Weather Cancellations

Just areminder about our weather cancellation policy as we head into winter. The Ohio
State University Extension Office (OSUE) 4-H Program follows Wilmington City School
closings. Therefore, if Wilmington City Schools are closed, we close OSUE 4-H events. If
weather starts to develop during the day while school is in session, we will decide by 3:00
p.m. for evening events. It will be posted on Facebook, emailed, and posted on the
website.


mailto:montague.18@osu.edu
http://go.osu.edu/ForestryWLCamp25
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http://clinton.osu.edu/

Upcoming 4-H Events

March

8 Creative Projects Workshop, 9:30 am

8 Ohio 4-H Volunteer Conference (Columbus Convention Center)

9 Counselor Training, 1-5 pm

10 4-H Comm., 7pm

13 Carteens, 6-8pm

15 4-H Enrollment Deadline (online enrollment must be completed by 11:59 p.m.)
17 Junior Fair Board., 6:30pm & Horse Comm., 7pm

20 Horse Exhibitor Orientation Meeting, 6:30pm

22 Goat, Sheep & Swine Start Up, Meeting & QA, 9:30am (Locations-TBD)
27 Rabbit QA & Rabbit Clinic, 6pm (OSUE OR Fairground-Expo)

2025

Jr Camp, June 3-7

Fair, July 5-12

Cloverbud Camp Dates TBD

Key

JFB, Junior Fair Board

SFB, Senior Fair Board

Comm., Committee

Mtg., Meeting

FCS, Family & Consumer Sciences
QA, Quality Assurance

OSUE, Ohio State University Extension

Please visit the county website for additional 4-H information: clinton.osu.edu.
Please contact our office with any questions at 937-382-0901.

Thank you,
Tracie Montague

Tracie Montague

Extension Educator

4-H Youth Development

Ohio State University Extension, Clinton County
111 S. Nelson Ave. Suite 2, Wilmington, OH 45177
937-382-0901

montague.18@osu.edu

This email provides information for 4-H members, Junior Fair for FFA members and Girl
Scout members, and Junior Fair events and requirements.
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