
Carbon Markets – Are you Ready? Program In January 
 
What do you know about carbon, carbon sequestration, and carbon markets?  
Carbon refers to carbon dioxide (CO2), which is the most common greenhouse gas (GHG) emitted by 
human activities. Land-use innovations have created an efficient way to sequester carbon dioxide in the 
soil. CO2 is naturally stored, or sequestered, in plant biomass or soil. Tilling the soil or removing plants 
that store carbon in their tissues releases stored carbon. 
 
Carbon Sequestration is a natural or artificial process by which carbon dioxide is removed from 
the atmosphere and held in solid or liquid form. 
 
Carbon Program: A system of rewards and incentives for owners and operators of agricultural 
working lands who adopt management practices that reduce the levels of atmospheric carbon 
dioxide and other gases 
 
If you are interested in learning more about carbon and carbon markets, I encourage producers to 
attend – Carbon Markets, are you ready? A program designed to help you understand the 
variety of Carbon Market opportunities that are out in the industry and what you should consider 
before signing a carbon contract.   
 
This program is scheduled for Thursday, January 6, 2022, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at the Clinton 
County Extension Community room, 111 S. Nelson Avenue, Wilmington, Ohio 45177. Our  
Speaker – Mike Estadt, OSU Extension Educator from Pickaway County has been studying the 
carbon market situation here in Ohio and across the Midwest and will share what he sees 
developing in the carbon market arena. This meeting is free to anyone that wants to attend. We 
do ask you RSVP by calling the Clinton County office (937) 382-0901 
 
Until the meeting, thought I would provide you with some more background information related 
to carbon and carbon markets. 
 
How do farmers play a role? Agriculture is a relatively young sector in carbon markets. Farmers play a 
role in carbon sequestration through the agricultural management activities they use on their farms. A 
few practices that may sequester carbon are cover crops, reduced/no-tillage, and precision nutrient 
management. 

A carbon program allows individuals and companies to invest in environmental projects that reduce 
carbon emissions. For farmers, these programs facilitate the sale of the carbon credits/offsets that 
farmers generate through practices like reduced/no-tillage and cover crops. 

Is a carbon program a good fit for my farm? You the farmer is the only one who can make this decision. 
Each program has its own rules and requirements, but some general points to consider include: 

• Carbon programs require a commitment to a land management change for the long-term 
• Carbon programs work best when they fit overall land management goals and result in 

multiple benefits 



• Ensure your land can meet all eligibility requirements of the carbon project you are 
considering 

• Enter carbon markets with realistic expectations of carbon revenue potential and costs 
over the full project life 

How can I be sure a program I sign up for now, will not prevent me from pursuing future opportunities? 
This is a tough question you really need to think about before signing up for a carbon program. In 
general, once a farmer has implemented a practice and used it to participate in a carbon program, the 
ability to participate in another program is limited. If a farmer stops a practice and no longer participates 
in a program, it is unclear how much time must lapse before the farmer can re-implement that practice 
and receive payments from another program. 

There is a lot of things to consider before entering the carbon market place.  I hope to see many 
of you on January 6th. 
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