
 

WHAT IS HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 

 

Some jobs around the home may require the use of products containing 
hazardous components. Such products may include certain paints, 
cleaners, stains and varnishes, car batteries, motor oil, and pesticides. 

Americans generate 1.6 million tons of household hazardous waste per 
year. The average home can accumulate as much as 100 pounds of 
household hazardous waste in the basement or garage. When improperly 
disposed of, household hazardous waste can create a potential risk to 
people and the environment. 

What Are the Dangers of Improper Disposal? 

Household hazardous wastes are sometimes disposed of improperly by 
pouring wastes down the drain, on the ground, into storm sewers, or 
putting them out with the trash. The dangers of such disposal methods 
may not be immediately obvious, but certain types of household 
hazardous waste have the potential to cause physical injury to sanitation 
workers; contaminate septic tanks or wastewater treatment systems if 
poured down drains or toilets; and present hazards to children and pets if 
left around the house. 

 


