
 1 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
     
 

���� ����

�������������	���

����  


�����	 �
�������	��
�����
����������������������������������������� �
��� �

�������� �
�

���������	�
���	
�����
���	������
�������������� �
�

�����������	
����
�	��	�
����	���
��
��������������������
����	������������ !�!��
�

"#�$��%��%	�
&'�	������
�	���

�(�)�
��(	*�+��(+
�,	���()	��
�����������������������������
�

�����
���������
��� ����!�
�"��� �	���
�������	����
����������������������������
�

��	��	����������	������
�����
����
��������
����������	������
����	��	
���� �	��

�

��������	
���������
 
Message from the 2006 Prez-- 
  
            Some Master Gardeners may love fall, but fall is 
not my favorite season.  I don’t like to clean up leaves 
even though they are good for the compost.  Give me 
green any day and all the colors of summer. 
            I planted the chrysanthemum, My Favorite 
Chrysanthemum, a few years back.  It was supposed to 
be a gardener’s dream.  No pinching back in the 
summer; spread to a nice ground cover, etc.  Wrong!  
Last year it reverted to such odd, ugly colors and was 
spreading everywhere.  It had to go. 
            I try not to be part of the invasive plant planters.  
That is why my burning bush had to go.  We dug out five 
bushes.  I did a test replacement with the Itea, or Sweet 
Spire.  It is 3 years old now and quite lovely.  It has a 
nice red at this time, similar to burning bush.  During the 
summer, when it was blooming with simple white 
blooms, a few people commented how pretty it was.  It’s 
a winner.  I did notice, however, that it needed to be 
watered a few times during dry spells.  Anyway, I won’t 
be responsible for the birds spreading burning bush to 
our woods. 
            Are daylilies on the next list of invasive plants?  I 
have heard this question posed.   When you divide 
yours, do you have trouble giving away new starts?  We 
are all familiar with the roadside lilies.  Don’t you 
sometimes wonder how they got where they are?  
            I’ve had neighbors complain about having to 
divide so often to keep the maximum blooms on their 
daylilies.  And, they can’t give away the old divisions.  
My daughter divided hers this summer.  I asked what 
she did with her discards and she had tossed them in 
small woods along side their yard.  I’m anxious to see 
how these plants survive and continue to grow.  Is that 
how some invasive plants get going? 
 Yes, I remember the push for farmers to use 
multiflora rose as the “living fence.”  Great plantings for 
wildlife.  Wow!  It was like turning a monster loose over 
          (Continued  on Page 2) 
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(Continued from the Prez, page 1)  
the farms.  Bulldozers were the only way to get rid of the monster.  So, you can understand my interest in 
the list of invasive plants. 
 As we come to the end of another Master Gardening Year, remember our successes and see if we 
can make next year even better.  New MG classes begin right here in our own county in January.  Let’s 
make the new members of our family welcome.  (And we hope that Tony will sign up many new 
gardeners.) 
 The 2006 Prez, Eileen 
 
Editor’s Note:  In conjunction with Eileen’s comments about invasive, non-native species, check the ODNR pamphlet 
located at the web site below.  Once there, click on “2006 brochure, pdf.format,” listed under a photo of the brochure.  
http://www.ohiodnr.com/dnap/invasive/   There is also information on a January 18 workshop in Delaware, Ohio, 
concerning invasive species. 
 
(Eileen’s message was submitted in preparation for a December-January issue that never materialized.  Her 
comments are still pertinent and so were included without changes for this winter issue.         --Cindy 
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November 12, 2005 – February 20, 2006 
 

Now through February 25, 2007---   Fiori: A Chihuly Garden of Glass at Franklin Park Conservatory, 
Columbus.  The dazzling art of Dale Chihuly returns to the Conservatory with an exhibition of his newest series 
work - Fiori. Italian for “flowers,” the exhibition will feature a 365 square foot installation of his celebrated hand-
blown glass shapes that is reminiscent of a vibrant garden landscape.  Admission charged.  Visit 
www.fpconservatory.org  or call (800)214-PARK for more information. 

January 13 - March 4 ---The Orchid Forest     Franklin Park Conservatory, Columbus.  Discover the beauty 
and mystique of the elusive orchid in one of the Conservatory’s most elaborate floral exhibitions. In this 
enchanting display, you’ll find hundreds of exotic orchids growing on trees in the Tropical Rainforest. Visit 
www.fpconservatory.org for more information. 

Sun., January 14 ---The Orchid Forest Tour    Franklin Park Conservatory from 2-3:30 p.m. 
Take a guided tour of the 2007 orchid exhibition with a Conservatory Interpreter. Enter the lush, steamy 
Tropical Rainforest room to view a spectacular array of tropical orchids suspended in the trees and tumbling 
over rocks. Listen to colorful stories from orchid family history and learn facts about the plants that are 
stranger than fiction. Receive a coupon for 20% off an orchid plant or orchid book from Botanica, the 
Conservatory’s gift shop and greenhouse, and receive a short lesson on basic orchid care.  The cost for this 
tour is $15 for members and $22 for non-members. Call (614) 645-5923 to register.  Space is limited. 

Sun., January 14 thru Wed., January 17 --Ohio Direct Marketing Conference at the Greater Columbus 
Convention Center.  The Ohio Direct Agricultural Marketing Conference, sponsored by OSU Extension's 
Direct Marketing Team and the Ohio Direct Agriculture Marketing Ass’n, will be held in conjunction with the 
Ohio Fruit and Vegetable Growers Congress, the National Bramble Conference, and the Mid-American Ag & 
Hort Human Resource Conference.  Kathy Lutz / 614-246-8292  or Julie Fox / 740-289-2071 ext.2  or visit 
http://directmarketing.osu.edu. 

Fri., January 19 --Creative Hypertufa Containers   1 p.m. (1 1/2 hrs)  Kettering Learning Lab at Cox 
Arboretum, Dayton.  Hypertufa is the term given to the material used to make "rocklike" containers and troughs 
tough enough to withstand wintering outside. Participants will see the variety of material that can be used in 
making a hypertufa container, and be given the how to information to make a container at home.  Call (937) 
434-9005 for reservation or more information. 
 

Tues., January 23--March 13 --Landscaping 101 for the Homeowner  6 p.m. (3 hrs)  Cox Arboretum, Dayton. 
This eight week introductory class is taught by Jim Teske, landscape architect and owner of Centerville 
Landscaping. Site evaluation and layout strategy, hardscape design, wall and deck building, irrigation needs, 
proper planting techniques and best plants for Ohio will be covered. Each class will include an instructional 
lecture and lab time to work on a hands-on component. Fee: $75/F’ndation member� $85/nonmember� 
required with registration. Make checks payable to Five Rivers MetroParks.  Call (937) 434-9005 for 
reservation or more information. 
 
Wed., Jan. 24 thru March 28 --Landscaping for the Homeowner—2007 Series .  Natorp Garden Store, 
Mason.  Presented by the Cincy Zoo’s Director of Horticulture Steve Foltz, this 10-class series is one of the 
most informative and complete landscape series for homeowners in the Tri-state area.  All classes meet every 
Wednesday evening from 7-9 p.m. starting January 24 for 10 weeks. Cost for the complete series is $70 for 
Zoo members; $90 for non-members. Individual classes are $8 for Zoo members; $10 for non-members.    
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January 24 - Design Your Own Landscape Part 1 
January 31 - Design Your Own Landscape Part 2 
February 7 - Trees in the Landscape 
February 14 - Shrubs in the Landscape 
February 21 - Annuals: Color in the Landscape 
February 28 - Landscape Maint. and Lawn Care 
March 7 - Perennial Design 
March 14 - Perennial Plants  Part 1 
March 21 - Perennial Plants Part 2 
March 28 - Gardening for Wildlife 
For additional information or to register for the Landscaping for the Homeowner—2007 Series, call (513) 559-
7767. 
 

Sun., January 28 --African Violets Are Easier Than You Think   2 p.m. 4 p.m.  Cox Arboretum, Dayton. 
Have fun getting your hands dirty while our African Violet volunteers lead you through a variety of stations to 
show you proper care and propagation for your African Violet. You will also be introduced to some of the more 
unique cousins of this popular indoor plant.  Call (937) 434-9005 for reservation or more information. 
 

Sat., February 3 --Green House and Garden Planning at Shepherd's Corner, Blacklick, OH (Columbus 
area) 1-3 p.m.  �Join the garden staff and share our recipe for successful greenhouse production. 
Topics include equipment preparation; soil mixes; harvest goals; sowing, transplant and succession 
timelines. Bring your garden map, calendar and questions.  Facilitated by Eric Pawlowski, staff   Cost: 
$10  Register by January 30.  Location:  Multipurpose Barn.  Check the website for costs, registration 
deadlines, and other information.  http://www.shepherdscorner.org 
 

Tues., February 6   “Saving Our Children From Nature Deficit Disorder ”   5:00-8:30 p.m.  Hosted by Leave 
No Child Inside of Greater Cincinnati.  Crossroads Community Church, 3500 Madison Road (at Ridge Rd.) 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45209   Tickets available by calling (513) 965-4899 for more information. 

Sun., February 11 ---The Orchid Forest Tour    Franklin Park Conservatory from 2-3:30 p.m. Take a guided 
tour of the 2007 orchid exhibition with a Conservatory Interpreter.  See above for details. 

Mon., February 12 --Plant Profile: Conifers  10 a.m. (2 hrs)  Cox Arboretum, Dayton.  Conifers are ideal for 
defining spaces, adding year long interest in your garden, forming backdrops for other plants, and are essential 
in creating an architectural framework for the well designed garden. Come learn about the varieties available, 
how to utilize them, and the low maintenance involved. Prerequisite: Participants must be a current Master 
Gardener.  Call (937) 434-9005 for reservation or more information. 

Sat., February 17 --Timber Marketing and Landowner Education     8:45 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Christopher Inn, 
Chillicothe  The seminar will help timber growers and landowners learn about marketing opportunities and 
contracts, develop a timber and land management plan that incorporates the use of best management 
practices (BMPs), protect the environment and conserve natural resources in planning timber production and 
harvests, and financial benefits and considerations. Advance registration is required and due by Feb. 7. 
Registration is $30 for OFBF or Ohio Forestry Association members, and $45 per person for nonmembers. A 
late fee of $10 per person to reservations received after registration deadline. The registration fee includes 
lunch and materials. To obtain a registration form, contact your county Farm Bureau, Soil and Water 
Conservation District or OSU Extension office; or visit www.ofbf.org and click on events. Contact Phone: (614) 
246-8262  of visit  http://www.ofbf.org 

Sat., February 17 and Sun., February 18 --Orchid Show    10 a.m. – 4 p.m./11 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Cox Arboretum, 
Dayton. Hundreds of orchids will be on display, as well as orchids and other items for purchase. Informal 
orchid talks and repotting classes will be held throughout the weekend. Sponsored by the Miami Valley Orchid 
Society. 
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February 25 & February 26 --Maple Syrup Weekend  at Caesar Creek Pioneer Village, Waynesville, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  Brunch is available from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for a fee; free walking tours are at 10 & 11 a.m., 12 & 1 
p.m.  Warm up with a woodland walk, cocoa and storytelling, and then learn how trees are drilled to collect sap 
for making syrup.  Contact Phone: (513) 897-2437 of visit http://www.ohiodnr.com/parks/parks/caesarck.htm 
 

Sat., March 3 --Timber Marketing and Landowner Education    See above for details.    
 

March 3-11 --Cincinnati Home & Garden Show  at the Cincinnati Convention Center.  (513) 929-4263 

Sun., March 4 & 11 ---�The Orchid Series 2-4 p.m. at Franklin Park Conservatory.   In this two-part 
comprehensive course led by Conservatory Plant Recorder and Orchid Specialist Dave Brigner, beginners 
and plant hobbyists learn all the basics of growing and caring for orchids.  Receive two, young orchid plants 
during a hands-on lesson in repotting. Learn routine maintenance, how to spot pests and diseases, and which 
orchids are best suited to your home environment.  Students also receive two American Orchid Society 
books: Growing Orchids, and Orchid Pests & Diseases.  The cost is $90 for members and $100 for non-
members (Cost includes all materials). Call  (614) 645-5923 to register. 

Fri./Sat., March 16-17 --Ohio Community Gardening Conference: Growing Neighb orhood Leaders  

Plan on attending both days of the 2007 Ohio Community Gardening Conference for gardening workshops 
and learning to grow your leadership skills for garden sustainability. The annual conference brings 
participants together from across Ohio who are engaged in all aspects of community gardening and greening. 
The conference includes presentations, hands-on workshops, keynote speakers, and community garden 
displays.  This year's conference theme is Growing Neighborhood Leaders. It takes leaders to have 
successful and sustainable community projects. This conference will focus on the development and support of 
leadership for our gardens.   Franklin Park Conservatory's community gardening program, Growing to Green, 
is the host and site of the conference. The American Community Gardening Association, whose national 
headquarters is now located at Franklin Park Conservatory, will be a partner in the programming of the 
conference.��
��
Sun., April 22 & 29 —The Orchid Series  2-4 p.m.�See above for information concerning this two-part 
comprehensive course. The cost is $90 for members and $100 for non-members (Cost includes all materials). 
Call  (614) 645-5923 to register.  

 

April 21-29 ---Cincinnati Flower Show  at Coney Island.  Visit www.cincyflowershow.com 
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USDA EXPANDS EMERALD ASH BORER QUARANTINE IN ILLINO IS, INDIANA AND OHIO  

WASHINGTON, Nov. 21, 2006--The U. S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service today announced the expansion of its emerald 
ash borer (EAB) quarantine to include the entire states 
of Illinois, Indiana and Ohio, more than doubling the 
previously quarantined area which includes the entire 

lower peninsula of Michigan. The new quarantine 
becomes effective on Dec. 1 following the issuance of a 
federal order.   

APHIS is expanding the quarantine in response to the 
destructive nature of this invasive plant pest and the 
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significant threat it poses to the ash resource in our 
nation’s forests and residential landscapes.  The 
quarantine regulations will help to mitigate the spread of 
the pest while the science community continues to work 
to develop solutions to combat EAB, including 
improved detection and control strategies.  The ultimate 
goal is to eradicate this pest from North America.   
 
To date, USDA has spent more than $100 million on 
research, eradication and reforestation efforts.  USDA 
estimates that if EAB is not contained or eradicated, it 
has the potential to cost state and local governments 
approximately $7 billion over the next 25 years to 
remove and replace dead and dying ash trees that can 
pose a safety hazard in urban and suburban areas.  
 
Today’s federal order restricts the interstate movement 
of regulated articles that originate within the quarantine 
area.  Regulated articles include ash nursery stock and 
green lumber; any other ash material including logs, 
stumps, roots, branches, as well as composted and 
uncomposted wood chips.  Due to the difficulty in 
distinguishing between species of hardwood firewood, 
all hardwood firewood, including ash, oak, maple and 
hickory are regulated articles.  
 
Three years of EAB survey data support the need to 
implement strict regulations for the movement of host 
material.  Survey methods are not 100 percent effective 
for early detection of the pest, and given this 
uncertainty, the possibility of spreading EAB in 
unprocessed host material presents a serious risk that 
requires immediate action. 
  
APHIS is working closely with the states affected with 
EAB and those border states to address this invasive 
species. The federal interstate movement restrictions 
associated with the quarantine augments state 
quarantines in Illinois, Indiana and Ohio that regulate 
the movement of firewood and ash wood products 
within those states.   
 
APHIS also works cooperatively with state agriculture 
and forestry agencies, universities, landscape, nursery, 
and other affected industries and the international 
scientific community to develop strategies for the 
detection, control and eradication of EAB. 
 
EAB is an invasive species wood boring beetle, native 
to China and eastern Asia, which targets ash trees.  EAB 
probably arrived in North America hidden in wood 
packing materials commonly used to ship consumer and 
other goods.  It was first detected in July 2002 in 
southeastern Michigan and has since been found in 
Ohio, Indiana, Maryland, Virginia and Illinois.  
 

Everyday human activity facilitates the long distance 
spread of EAB, expanding the extent and range of the 
infestation in North America.  The movement of ash 
tree products has been found to advance the spread of 
EAB.  Currently, EAB is responsible for the death and 
decline of more 25 million ash trees in the United 
States.   
 
For more information on EAB and APHIS’ expanded 
quarantine, please visit www.aphis.usda.gov. 

BOOZING UP YOUR BULBS 
 

For those thinking of growing paperwhite 
narcissus (Narcissus tazetta) bulbsthis winter, 
you might want to break out the hard liquor. 
Recent research fromCornell University’s 
Flower Bulb Research program revealed that 
one way to solve the common problem 
of paperwhites growing too tall and flopping 
over is to grow them with a little alcohol. Plant 
your paperwhite bulbs as usual in a bowl of 
gravel or other stones and add plain water. 
After the bulbs have sprouted roots and about 
one or two inches of shoots, pour off the water. 
Then mix one part 40 percent distilled spirits 
such as gin, vodka, whisky, or rum with 
about seven parts of water to make a five 
percent alcohol solution. Rubbing alcohol will 
also work, but one part of it should be mixed 
with 10 parts of water. Then add this solution 
to your bulbs and use it whenever you need to 
top off the water level.  William Miller, director of the 
Flower Bulb Research Program, says that what you 
will get is a shorter plant—up to half as high—that 
won’t require support but with flowers that are just 
as large and fragrant 
as paperwhites grown without alcohol.  He 
cautions that “as with humans, paperwhites 
can also suffer alcohol overdoses,” so it is 
important to keep your alcohol solution in the 
four to six percent range to avoid undesired 
physiological changes. 
 
Taken from “The American Gardener,” 
November/December,  2006 

�����������	
	
	
		

Experiments showed that seedlings of a parasitic dodder 
vine find their host plant by following the host’s scent, 
the first evidence  that odors stimulate plant growth. 
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An outdoor experiment predicted an increase in CO2 in 
the air and found that poison ivy vines grew bigger and 
made extra-irritating forms of their toxins.   

Taken from “Science Review,” December 23/30, 2006 

SMARTGARDEN™—Degrees of Light 
 

Why do certain plants thrive in bright, sunny 
locations while others wilt, scorch, or simply wither 
and die? How do some plants survive with no direct 
light? Understanding how plants have evolved with 
adaptations to varying light conditions and how 
those adaptations relate to the conditions in your 
garden will help you choose plants that bask in your 
garden’s available light. 
ADAPTATIONS TO SUN AND SHADE 

Although most garden plants have roughly 
the same physical components—roots, stems, 
leaves, flowers—nuances in their individual 
morphologies equip them for a wide variety of light 
conditions. 

Plants that grow best in shade tend to have 
large, flat leaves with a fairly thin epidermal layer, 
or skin. This allows maximum space and minimum 
resistance for absorbing light needed for 
photosynthesis and growth. In general, plants that 
grow in shady conditions tend to produce fewer 
flowers and seeds than those that grow in sun—this 
limited reproductive activity conserves a great deal 
of energy that can be directed toward vegetative 
growth. Thus the ornamental display of many 
shade gardens relies more heavily on foliage color 
and texture than on abundant flowers.  

Plants that grow in full sun have lots of 
energy available for photosynthesis, but they 
frequently contend with high temperatures and dry 
conditions. Many have smaller leaves with thick 
cuticles, an adaptation that reduces moisture loss. 
Pubescence—the presence of fine hairs on leaves 
or stems—helps shade the plant surface from the 
hot sun and traps moisture lost by the leaf through 
transpiration, thus maintaining a higher humidity 
level immediately around the leaf surface. Leaf 
arrangement and color also affect absorption of 
heat. Leaves that point upward, or are arranged 
vertically toward the sun—such as those of yucca 
and New Zealand flax—absorb less heat that those 
with leaves oriented at right angles to the stem. 
Light colors absorb less heat than dark colors, and 
many plants that grow in full sun where summers 
are hot—including several species of euphorbias 
and sedums—exhibit this adaptation. 
A LIGHT ASSESSMENT 

Light levels in a garden change with the 
time of day, the season, and from one year to the 

next. As the sun travels across the sky, a shaded 
morning garden may be basking in full sun by early 
afternoon; in summer, when deciduous trees are in 
full leaf, a bed that receive abundant spring sun 
may be densely shaded. The angle of the sun as 
seasons change also alters the level of light in a 
garden. Furthermore, as trees mature, they cast 
increasingly broad shadows—beds that were 
originally planted in full sun may become cloaked in 
shade as years go by. Assessing the light in your 
landscape is an ongoing project. As your garden 
matures, stay abreast of changing light levels and 
the resulting effects on your plants. 

To assess your garden’s current level of 
light, examine the shade patterns several times 
during the course of a sunny day. Note areas that 
receive shade in the morning, midday, early and 
late afternoon. Ideally, this examination should be 
conducted several times over the course of the 
year. But by noting the position of surrounding 
trees, taking into consideration whether they are 
deciduous or evergreen, and estimating the 
changing angle of the sun, you should from one 
day’s evaluation be able to approximate the light 
levels in your garden for the entire year with fair 
accuracy. 
DEFINING LIGHT LEVELS 

Assessing the light levels in different parts 
of your garden will help you select plants 
appropriate to each area. Research a plant’s light 
requirements before matching it to a site. The 
following explanations of frequently used terms to 
describe degrees of light in a garden should help 
you in your selection: 
Full sun. Areas that receive at least six hours of 
direct sun during the day are considered full sun 
and are desirable for vegetables, fruits, roses, and 
a wide range of flowering plants. Some plants that 
thrive in full sun in cooler northern climates, 
however, may require some afternoon shade in 
warmer areas of the south. 
Part shade. Some gardens receive dappled shade 
throughout the day. If you stand in dappled shade, 
you should be able to glimpse portions of the sky 
through the leaves above. Others gardens are 
more densely shaded for a part of the day but 
receive bright sunlight for two to six hours. Both are 
considered partly shaded. This level of light is well 
suited to a wide variety of plants. 
Light shade. Gardens located beneath high 
branching deciduous trees may receive little or no 
direct sun, but are bathed in reflected light 
throughout the day. This condition is designated as 
light shade. 
Full shade. Areas beneath trees with a dense 
canopy where no direct sunlight penetrates and 
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reflected light is reduced, or that stand in the all-day 
shadow of tall buildings or evergreens are 

considered full shade. Careful selection of plants 
for such minimal light levels is necessary. 
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111 South Nelson Ave., Suite 2 
Wilmington, OH  45177 
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All educational programs conducted by Ohio State University Extension are available to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, creed, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, gender, 
age, disability or Vietnam-ear veteran status.
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